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The Madman Ramananda Ray 


His Divine Grace 

A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada 
Purport to Cc. adi 10 134 

The Gaura-ganoddesa-dipika (120-24) states that 
Ramananda Ray was formerly Arjuna. He is also 
considered to have been an incarnation of the gopi Lalita, 
although in the opinion of others he was an incarnation 
of Vishakhadevi. He was a most confidential devotee of 
Lord Chaitanya Mahaprabhu. Sri Chaitanya Mahaprabhu 
said, “Although I am a sannydsi , my mind is sometimes 
perturbed when I see a woman. But Ramananda Ray is 
greater than Me, for he is always undisturbed, even when 
he touches a woman.” Only Ramananda Ray was endowed 
with the prerogative to touch a woman in this way; 
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no one should imitate him. Unfortunately, there are 
rascals who imitate the activities of Ramananda Ray. 
We need not discuss them further. 

In Lord Chaitanya Mahaprabhu’s final pastimes, 
Ramananda Ray and Swarup Damodar always engaged 
in reciting suitable verses from Srimad Bhagavatam 
and other books to pacify the Lord’s ecstatic feelings of 
separation from Krishna. When Lord Chaitanya went 
to southern India, Sarvabhauma Bhattacharya advised 
him to meet Ramananda Ray, declaring that there was 
no devotee as advanced in understanding the conjugal 
love of Krishna and the gopis. While touring South India, 
Lord Chaitanya met Ramananda Ray by the bank of the 
Godavari, and in their long discourses the Lord took the 
position of a student, and Ramananda Ray instructed 
him. Chaitanya Mahaprabhu concluded these discourses 
by saying, “My dear Ramananda Ray, both you and I 
are madmen, and therefore we met intimately on an 
equal level.” Lord Chaitanya advised Ramananda Ray 
to resign from his government post and come back to 
Jagannatha Puri to live with him. Although Sri Chaitanya 
Mahaprabhu refused to see Maharaja Prataparudra 
because he was a king, Ramananda Ray, by a vaisnava 
scheme, arranged a meeting between the Lord and the 
king. This is described in the madhya-lila , chapter twelve, 
verses 41-57. Sri Ramananda Ray was present during the 
water sports of the Lord after the Ratha-yatra festival. 

Lord Sri Chaitanya Mahaprabhu considered Sri 
Ramananda Ray and Sri Sanatan Goswami to be equal 
in their renunciation, for although Sri Ramananda Ray 
was a grhastha engaged in government service and 
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Painting by Murari Das. 16th century. Commissioned by Maharaja Prataprarudra. 
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Sri Sanatan Goswami was in the renounced order of 
complete detachment from material activities, they were 
both servants of the Supreme Personality of Godhead 
who kept Krishna in the center of all their activities. 
Sri Ramananda Ray was one of the three and a half 
personalities with whom Sri Chaitanya Mahaprabhu 
discussed the most confidential topics of Krishna 
consciousness. Lord Chaitanya Mahaprabhu advised 
Pradyumna Mishra to learn the science of Krishna from 
Sri Ramananda Ray. As Subala always assisted Krishna in 
his dealings with Radharani in krsna-llld , so Ramananda 
Ray assisted Lord Chaitanya Mahaprabhu in his feelings 
of separation from Krishna. Sri Ramananda Ray was the 
author of the Jagannatha-vallabha-nataka. V - 



The Glories of Srila Ramananda Ray 

By an Unknown Gaudiya Vaishnava 

jay are jay are jay a pitarlti ratnalara 

rama ray a rasera sagara 

apani caitanyayahe mano sadhe ava gahe 

rasonmadl nagarl nagara 


Glory, glory, glory to the jewel mine of love, Sri Ram 
Ray, who is the ocean of transcendental mellows. Sri 
Chaitanya by his own wish takes bath in that ocean. 
They are just like the lover and the beloved relishing 
the mellows of love. 

gaura prema rasa ghana bhavananda mandana 
jay a jay a ramananda raya 

alala-natha sannidhane venkatapura nama grame 

krpa kari ha-da udaya 

Ramananda Ray, the son of Bhavananda Ray, is the 
embodiment of the dense mellow and love of Gaura. 
He mercifully appeared in Venkatapur, a place near 
to Alalanatha. 

[Note: Venkatapur is today known as Bentapur, and 
Alalanatha is known as Alarnath.] 

srl krsna caitanya nama srl radharamana rama 

tahare ananda vitarite 

srf visakha sundarl ramananda nama dhari 

udaya ha-ila avanite 

To give pleasure to Sri Krishna Chaitanya, who is 
actually Sri Radharaman Ram, beautiful Vishakha 
has appeared on the earth taking the name of 
Ramananda. 

saisabe sahgl sane radha krsna guna gane 

du nayane premadhara bay a 

radha krsna prema Ilia bime any a nahi khela 

nlti nava nikuhja racaya 

In his childhood he would sing the glories of Radha 
Krishna while tears of love would roll down from his 
eyes. There was no other sport for him than the loving 
pastimes of Radha and Krishna. He would always create 
new kury'as [forest groves or bowers for their pastimes]. 

kaisorete alpadine sarva sastra adhyayane 

su pandita pradhana ha-ila 

bhakati siddhanta khani rasika mukuta mani 

nija gunejagatjinila 

Very early in his youth he became the chief of great 
scholars by studying all the scriptures. He was the mine 
of all devotional conclusions and the crown jewel of 
all rasikas y those who are learned in transcendental 
mellows. He conquered the world by his own qualities. 

prataprudra maharaja janilenajagamajha 

ramananda apurva ratana 

karibare raja kaja yogya nahi sabha majha 

rajya bhara karila arpana 

King Prataprudra handed over the work of ruling 
the kingdom to Ramananda, knowing him as a 
wonderful and incomparable jewel within this world. 
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Sri Chaitanya Mahaprabhu and Ramananda Ray on the hank ofrhe Godavari River 


eka dina subhaksane godavarl nadx snane 

ailena dolara chadiya 

sahge patra mitra-gana cade vandl badkagana 
pathaka purohita agre la-iya 

One day at an auspicious time, Ramananda Ray 
came on a palanquin to the bank of the Godavari 
to take bath, accompanied by courtiers, ministers, 
musicians and priests. 

kari nitya krtya snana ankhi mudi kare dhyana 

nija ista syama nava ghana 

sydmarupa heri bare yatekayatana kare 

tata here gaura varana 

Completing his daily activities and bathing, with 
closed eyes he was meditating upon his worshipable, 
Shyama, whose complexion is like new clouds. Yet the 
more he strived to see the form of Shyama, he was 
only beholding someone with a golden complexion. 

ajanu lambita bhuja eka nava nyaslraja 

rasabhupa manasa mohana 

gaura rupe ado kari hrdi simhasanopari 

varsi kare sarva sva harana 

That personality was the king of all ascetics. His 
arms extended down to his knees. He was the reservoir 
of all transcendental mellows and enchanting to 


the mind. That golden form, illuminating all the 
directions, sat on the throne of Ramananda Ray’s 
heart and stole his everything. 

vyakula ha-iya ray a nay ana meliya cay a 

dekhe ghata chadi kata dure 

basijada sannidhane kare nama sahkxrtane 

cita cord sei nyasl bare 

With great restlessness, Ray opened his eyes and 
saw that a little distance from the bathing ghat that 
chief of the sannyasls was doing nama-sariklrtana„ 
sitting close to the river. 

suryasata samajyoti ujjvala kanaka kanti 

paridhane aruna vasana 

subalita dxrgha kaya dhairaja dharite pare 

mana prana haila ucatana 

He was as effulgent as hundreds of suns. His bodily 
complexion was like bright gold and he was dressed in 
saffron cloth. His form was strong and tall, the hairs on 
his body were standing on end like kadamba flowers, 
and his lotus-like eyes were shedding tears of love. 

pranapane prana dhane asi pade srl carane 

karilena atma samarpana 

krsna krsna kaha bali alihgite kutuhadl 

nyasl puche tumi ramananda 

Beholding that king of ascetics, his mind and heart 
became so restless he was unable to restrain himself. 
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The vision revealed by Mahaprabhu to Ram Ray 


With the utmost eagerness he rushed forward and 
fell at his lotus feet, surrendering unto him. Saying, 
“Krishna! Krishna!” that sannyasi embraced him with 
great joy and asked, “Are you Ramananda?” 

tenha kahe sei hao carane sarana cao 

tava dasadama sudra manda 

nyasi mani ta suniya du bahu pasariya 

ramanande hrdaye dharila 

Ramananda replied, “This sudra is your wretched and 
lowly servant seeking shelter at your lotus feet.” Hearing 
his words, the crest jewel of all renunciates extended his 
arms and embraced Ramananda to his chest. 

sahaja prema uddipane prabhu bhrtya duijane 
acetana bhumite padila 

kampa asru pulaka gay a donhe bhume gadi yaya 

vismaya mane sabajane 

By that touch of love the Lord and his servant fell to the 
ground unconscious. Shivering, tears, and horripilation 
appeared on their bodies, and they were rolling on the 
ground. Seeing this everyone became astonished. 

rasa prema sindhujane ray a tarahginl mile 

kallola bhasila tribhuvane 

godavarl nadl tire sei ratre vipra ghare 

nirajane milana donhara 

All in the three worlds were inundated by the 
waves of the ocean of transcendental mellows 
generated from their meeting. That night they met 


each other in the secluded home of a Brahmin on 
the bank of the Godavari River. 

ista gosthi krsna katha ray a vakta prabhu srota 

bay e yaya premera pathara 
prema sindhu gaura ray a ray a megha barisaya 

sindhu take ratna alaya ha-da 

In these discussions of krsna-katha, where Ray was 
the speaker and the Lord was the listener, the ocean 
of love was flowing incessantly. Gauraraya is the 
ocean of love and Ramananda Ray became the cloud 
raining the jewels from that ocean. 

pahilehi pada suni avesete nyaslmani 

ramarayera mukha acchadila 
ista gosthi samapana karejode nivedana 

kare ray a gaurahga carane 

Hearing the verse beginning with the words 
u pahilehi raga\ the crest jewel of the ascetics became 
overwhelmed with emotions and covered Ram Ray’s 
mouth. At the end of their discussion, Ray pleaded 
the following at the lotus feet of Gauranga. 

[Note: The u pahilehi raga 1 verse (Cc. madhya 8.194), 
was personally composed by Ramananda Ray. It 
speaks about the height of the love of Radha and 
Krishna where they become one in mind and heart.] 

ye tattva sphurale more brahmadira o agocare 
ami kabhu najani svapane 
kalite sannyasi vese more dekha dile ese 

ebe heri syama-goparupa 
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The Gambhira in Jagannath Puri where Sri Chaitanya Mahaprabhu stayed 


“The philosophy that you have manifested within 
me is not visible even to Lord Brahma, and I do not 
know them even in my dreams. You came before 
me as a sannyasl , but now I see you in the form of a 
cowherd boy who has a blackish complexion. 

svarna pahcalika dhaka murall vadana banka 
eki tava Ilia aparupa 

prabhu kahe tdha suni tumi bhakta cudamani 

sarvabhute krsna darasana 

“That form is covered by a golden cloth, is playing 
a flute, and has a three-fold bending form. How 
wonderful your pastimes are!” Hearing this, the Lord 
said, “You are the crest jewel of all the devotees and 
therefore you see Krishna within everyone.” 

rama kahe gaurahari chada tumi bharibhuri 

nijarupa na kara gopana 

ebe prabhu mrdu hasi gudharupa parakasi 

priya ramanande dekhaila 

Ray replied, “0 Gaurahari, please give up your 
pretext. Don’t cover yourself.” The Lord then 
smiled and revealed his confidential form to his 
dear Ramananda. 

rasaraja mahabhava dui tanu abhinava 

svarupa rahasya prakasila 

vivarte vivarta rahga tdhate vilasa rahga 

heri ray a murachita bhela 

The Lord manifested himself in the two confidential 
forms of rasaraja, the king of mellows, and mahabhava, the 
embodiment of the topmost love. The Lord then revealed 
the two becoming one. Seeing this pastime, Ray fainted. 


parase caitanya diya ramaraye uthaiya 

mahananda sindhu ukhalila 

ajha diya ani tare nllacale cord ghare 

antarahga rasa asvadane 

By touching Ram Ray, Sri Chaitanya brought him 
back to external consciousness and thus the ocean 
of great transcendental bliss surged up. Giving the 
order, Mahaprabhu brought Ramananda to the 
secret chamber in Nilachala where they relished 
confidential transcendental mellows. 

prema vaicitra Ilia milame mild amila 

bhavocchase nisi jagarana 

bale sakhl o visakha kotha se tribhanga banka 

erne dekha nahe prana y ay a 

[in Nilachala] they discussed the pastimes of various 
loving affairs of union and separation, remaining 
awake throughout the night overwhelmed with 
emotion. [Chaitanya Mahaprabhu said,] “0 my dear 
friend Vishakha, where is that threefold bending form? 
Bring him before me, otherwise I cannot survive.” 

ray a kahe vinodinl kena ha-da unmadinl 

ei baje madhura vahsarl 

dhairya dharaha rai cala vrndavane yai 

milaiba syama vamsldharl 

Ramananda Ray replied, “0 Vinodini [a name for 
Radha], why are you so impatient? Listen to the 
sound of that sweet flute. Have patience my dear Rai 
[Radha]. Let us go to Vrindavan. There I will unite you 
with that flute-player Shyama.” 


Photo by Bhakta Charles 
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avesete gaura hari ray a svarupera kare dhari 

cala sakhi vilamba nd say a 

cala tvara vrndavane parana bandhuya vine 

dehe mora prana nahi ray a 

Immersed in that mood, Gaurahari, grabbing 
the hands of Ray and Swarupa, said, “Let’s go. I 
cannot tolerate any delay. Let’s go to Vrindavan 
immediately. I am not able to remain alive without 
the love of my heart.” 

ray a svarupa sahacari laye gaura rasesvari 

gopmatha samlpeteyaya 

heri gaura gopmatha mane painu prananatha 

bhavollase vamete dandaya 

Accompanied by Ray and Swarupa, Rasesvari 
[Radha, the controller of the rasa-dance] Gaura went 
to [Tota] Gopinath. Upon seeing Gopinath, Gaura 
considered, “I have got my beloved!” And stood on 
the left in ecstatic trance. 

bhava nidhi gaura hari ray a bhava pustikari 

bhava bujhi karaye sevana 

apana nataka gita sunaya satata niti 

sukhe gora kare asvadana 

Gaurahari is the ocean of bhava, and Ray is the one who 
nourishes that bhava. Understanding Gaurahari’s bhava, 
he performs service accordingly. He constantly arranged 
dramas and songs that Gaura relished in great joy. 
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gauranga parana bandhu ramaraya guna sindhu 
eka bindu jagata dubaya 

arjuna arjuna yaya kari nitya samasraya 

gaura lilamrta asvadaya 

Gauranga is the dear friend of Ram Ray. While Ram 
Ray is the ocean of all good qualities, a little drop 
of which inundates the entire universe, Arjuna and 
Arjunaa are eternally within him and he is tasting 
the nectar of Gaura’s pastimes. 

[Note: In his Gaura-ganoddesa-dipika (text 120), Srila 
Kavi Karnapur states that Ramananda Ray is both the 
Pandava Arjuna as well as the cowherd boy Arjuna. A 
few verses later, (text 123) he says that Ramananda is 
also the gopi Arjuniyaa. Hence this stanza describes 
Ramananda Ray as both Arjuna and the gopi Arjunaa.] 

pradyumna misrete dvare janailajagatere 

nija ramanandera mahima 

raja prataprudra ray a yarn krpaya gaurapaya 

tara gunera ke paibe sima 

Through Pradyumna Mishra, Chaitanya 
Mahaprabhu revealed the glories of his dear 
Ramananda to the world. Who can reach the limit of 
the wonderful qualities of Ramananda Ray, by whose 
mercy Maharaja Prataparudra attained Lord Gaura? 

jay a ramananda ray a krpakara amayaya 

eka bindu gaurahge mati diya 

gambhirdra guptadhane dhani kara nija gune 

kahe dina dvija abhagiya 

Glories to Ramananda Ray! Please be merciful and 
give me a drop of attachment to Lord Gauranga! 
By your kindness, please enrich me with the secret 
treasure of the Gambhira! This unfortunate and 
wretched Dwija submits this plea. 

[Note: It’s not clear who is the author of this song. 
Out of humility, it’s not uncommon for the followers 
of Chaitanya Mahaprabhu to neglect giving their 
name as the author. The signature “dwija” could refer 
to any one of many of Mahaprabhu’s associates who 
wrote pady avail kirtana , such as Dwija Kavichandra, the 
author of Govinda-mahgala , Dwija Pran Krishna, who 
translated the Gita-govinda into Bengali, Dwija Shankar, 
who wrote Govinda-lildmrta , or any other of the dozens 
of devotees with Dwija in their name. Alternatively, it’s 
also possible that the author, while dropping his name, 
was simply acknowledging his varna as a Brahmin.] 

— Translated by Mani Gopal Das from Sri Sri Parikara-ganera 
Mahima Sucaka. Compiled by Kishori Das Babaji. Vaishnava Research 
Institute. Halisahar, West Bengal. 2005. pp. 65-72. Bengali. 
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